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Summary Information

Repository: University of Pennsylvania: Barbara Bates Center for the Study
of The History of Nursing

Creator: Lear, Walter J. (Walter Jay)

Title: Walter Lear collection

ID: PU-N.MC 219

Date [inclusive]: 1944-1963

Physical
Description:

1.16 Linear Feet 1 lf of annual reports 

Language of the
Material:

English .

Abstract: This collection contains pamphlets, reports, and other printed
materials concerning nursing education in the mid-20th
century. Also included is a postcard depicting an early visiting
nurse automobile. In addition, there are a series of City of
Philadelphia Annual Reports from the Bureau of Hospitals.

Preferred Citation

Walter Lear collection, Barbara Bates Center for The Study of The History of Nursing,
University of Pennsylvania
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Biographical / Historical

Walter Lear (1923-2010) was a physician and activist.

Born in Brooklyn, New York City, he received his bachelor's degree from Harvard in 1943.
He earned a medical degree from Long Island College of Medicine and a master's in hospital
administration from Columbia University in 1948. After several years at the U.S. Public Health
Service, in 1964 Lear became Philadelphia's deputy city health commissioner. In 1971, he
was appointed state regional health commissioner. He later served as executive director of
Philadelphia General Hospital.
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Lear is well-known for his LGBT activism. He came out as gay in 1975 and may have been
the first openly gay public officer in Philadelphia. He helped found the Gay and Lesbian
Community Center (the William Way Center) and the Philadelphia AIDS Task Force. He was
also a passionate advocate for health care reform, and founded the Institute of Social Medicine
and Community Health to study the history of health care advocacy and promote progressive
health policy. He also founded the Maternity Care Coalition of Greater Philadelphia.

Lear died in 2010 at age 87.
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Arrangement

The following items were separated and cataloged as part of the Center book collection:

1. Austin, Anne L. The Woolsey Sisters of New York: A Family's Involvement in the Civil War
and a New Profession (1860-1900). Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 1971.
Memoirs of the American Philosophical Society Held at Philadelphia for Promoting Useful
Knowledge, Vol. 85. Paper, 189 pp.

2. Brown, Esther Lucile. Nursing for the Future: A Report Prepared for the National Nursing
Council. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1948. Cloth, 198 pp.

3. Committee on the Function of Nursing. A Program for the Nursing Profession. New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1950. Cloth, 108 pp.

4. Community Service Society of New York, Department of Public Affairs and Institute of
Welfare Research. Serving the Maternity Patient through Family-Centered Public Health
Nursing: Report of an Experimental Demonstration. New York: Community Service Society of
New York, Department of Public Affairs. April 1962. By Ann W. Shyne, Aline F. LeMat and
Leonard S. Kogan. Soft-cover, mimeographed typescript, 212 pages + appendices.

5. Community Service Society of New York. Health Welfare and Social Organization in
Chinatown, New York City: A Report Prepared for Chinatown Public Health Nursing
Demonstration of the Department of Public Affairs. New York: Community Service Society
of New York, Department of Public Affairs, August 1962. By Stuart H. Cattell. Soft-cover,
mimeographed typescript, 136 pp. + appendices.

6. Deming, Dorothy. The Practical Nurse. New York: The Commonwealth Fund, 1947. Cloth,
370 pp.

7. Epstein, Charlotte. Effective Interaction in Contemporary Nursing. Englewood Cliffs, NJ:
Prentice-Hall Inc., 1974. Cloth, 174 pp. Inscribed on title page: "Dear Walter, Hope you find
this useful/Best wishes/Charlotte."
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8. Gelinas, Agnes. Nursing and Nursing Education. New York: The Commonwealth Fund, 1946.
Cloth, 72 pp.

9. U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Public Health Service. Toward Quality
in Nursing: Needs and Goals. Report of the Surgeon General's Consultant Group on Nursing.
Public Health Service Publication No. 992. U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare,
Public Health Service, February 1963. U.S. Government Printing Office, February 1963. Paper,
73 pp.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement
University of Pennsylvania: Barbara Bates Center for the Study of The History of Nursing

Claire Fagin Hall
418 Curie Boulevard
Floor 2U
Philadelphia, PA 19104-4217
nhistory@nursing.upenn.edu
URL: http://www.nursing.upenn.edu/history

Conditions Governing Access
This collection is unrestricted.

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Dr. Walter Lear, 1993 & 2006.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright restrictions may apply. Please contact the Center with requests for copying and
for authorization to publish, quote or reproduce the material.
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Related Materials

Related Materials
See also: The Institute of Social Medicine and Community Health archival collection, held at
the University of Pennsylvania's Rare Book and Manuscript Library.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Philadelphia (Pa.)
• Public health nursing
• Printed ephemera
• Nursing
• Philadelphia General Hospital
• Lear, Walter J. (Walter Jay)
• National Association for Practical Nurse Education
• United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare. Division of Nursing

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Postcard: LeBien-Entre du Blesse Women's Motor Unit, New
York City, undated

box 1 folder 1

National Association for Practical Nurse Education, circa
1956-1962

box 1 folder 2

Nursing Care in the Home, US-DHEW Reports, circa
1959-1961

box 1 folder 3

Nursing article, World Health magazine, 1951-1963 box 1 folder 4

Nursing Education, 1947-1948 box 1 folder 5

Nursing, Practical, circa 1947-1949 box 1 folder 6

Nursing, Public Health, circa 1944-1949 box 1 folder 7

City of Philadelphia, Annual Reports of the Bureau of Hospitals
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Title/Description Instances

Annual Report of the Burearu of Hospitals 1924,
Department of Public Health of the City of Philadelphia,
1925

Philadelphia General Hospital Reports, 1910. Vol VIII. ed.
David Riesman, M.D., 1911

Philadelphia Hospitals Reports, Vol VIII. ed. George E.
DeSchweinitz, A.M., M.D., 1896

Annual Report of the Bureau of Hospitals, 1927.
Department of Public Health, City of Philadelphia, 1928

Bureau of Charities Annual Report 1920. Department of
Public Health, City of Philadelphia, 1920

Annual Report of the Bureau of Charities of the City of
Philadelphia, 1919. City of Philadelphia, 1920

Philadelphia General Hospital Reports, 1908. Vol. VII. ed.
Herman B. Allyn, M.D., 1909

Philadelphia Hospitals Reports, 1900. Vol. IV. eds. Roland
G. Curtin, M.D., Daniel E. Hughes, M.D. , 1901

Philadelphia General Hospitals Reports, 1916. Vol. X. eds.
Ella B. Everitt, M.D., James Hendrie Lloyd, M.D., A. A.
Stevens, M.D., Alexander Uhlr, M.D., John H. Musser, Jr.,
M.D., 1917

Annual Report of the Bureau of Charities of the City of
Philadelphia, 1918. City of Philadelphia, 1919
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