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Ruth Levine is Director of Evaluation, Policy Analysis and Learning at the United States Agency for International Development.  Before joining USAID in March 2010, she was Vice President for Programs and Operations and Senior Fellow at the Center for Global Development, a Washington, D.C. think tank focusing on development policy.  She joined the Center for Global Development soon after it was created in the fall of 2001 and helped to shape the Center's unique approach to making the world a better place: conducting independent research to devise practical new policy solutions to reduce global poverty and inequality, and then pushing these ideas into action. An internationally recognized health economist with over 15 years experience designing and assessing the effects of social sector programs in Latin America, Eastern Africa, the Middle East, and South Asia, she joined as a senior fellow and later became CGD's vice president for programs and operations. Levine created and fine-tuned CGD's model for working groups, chairing numerous working groups on solving key policy and finance problems related to the effective use of donor funding for health programs in low-income countries during her tenure.

Notable among her many publications are: Making Markets for Vaccines: Ideas to Action <http://www.cgdev.org/section/initiatives/_archive/vaccinedevelopment> (2005), which led to a $1.5 billion Advance Market Commitment for a pneumococcal vaccine; the popular Millions Saved: Proven Successes in Global Health <http://www.cgdev.org/section/initiatives/_active/millionssaved> (2004), updated with a new edition as Cases in Global Health: Millions Saved <http://www.jbpub.com/catalog/0763746207/> (Jones and Bartlett, 2007); Performance Incentives for Global Health: Potential and Pitfalls <http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1422178> (2009); and her well recognized work on adolescent girls and development-first with Girls Count: A Global Investment and Action Agenda <http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/15154> (CGD with the Population Council and International Center for Research on Women, 2008) and Start with a Girl: A New Agenda for Global Health <http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1422899> (2009).

Before joining CGD, Levine designed, supervised, and evaluated loans at the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank. Between 1997 and 1999, she served as the advisor on the social sectors in the office of the executive vice president of the Inter-American Development Bank.

