GRACE ROBERTS DYRNESS

CURRICULUM VITAE


Home Address:
2097 N. El Molino Ave., Altadena, CA 91001

Work Address:
Institute for Transnational Research & Development





Institutes for Urban Initiatives, 135 N. Oakland Ave.,





Pasadena, CA 91182
Email: 

gracedyrness@urban-initiatives.org

EDUCATION

2001 Doctorate in Planning and Development Studies, School of Policy, Planning and Development, University of Southern California

1978


Master of Arts in urban anthropology, Ateneo de Manila 




University, Philippines


1973


Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, Portland State University





Portland, Oregon


1970


Diplome d'Etudes Francaises, Strasbourg, France

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE


2009


“Immigration and Integration: the religious and political




Activism of immigrants in Los Angeles,” paper presented 





At the International Society for the Sociology of Religion,





Santiago de Compostela, Spain, July.
2008-2009

Interim Executive Director, Los Angeles Coalition to End





Hunger & Homelessness
2007-Present

Director, Institute for Transnational Research and 

Development, Institutes for Urban Initiatives, 

Pasadena, California
2007-Present
Consultant to Discover the World, Inc. on strategies for caring for vulnerable children in Kenya, East Africa.


2004-Present

Adjunct Professor, School of Policy, Planning and 





Development, University of Southern California

2004-2007

Director, Community Research and Development,





Center for Religion and Civic Culture, University of 





Southern California

1996-2004

Associate Director, Center for Religion and Civic Culture,





University of Southern California

2003


Echo Park Sidewalk Vending Feasibility Study, a report





to Councilman Eric Garcetti, City of Los Angeles.

2003


Feasibility Study, Union Rescue Mission, “A Vision for





the Future: a strategy for homeless women and children.”

1998-Present
Community Action Council, MacArthur Park Sidewalk Vending Project, an economic redevelopment program
1992-1998
Owner and Manager: Pasadena HIGHER GROUNDS, small business 


1992-2006

Adjunct Faculty in Urban Studies at Fuller Theological 



          
Seminary


1985-1991

Executive Director, Harbor House Inner City Ministries, 





Oakland, Ca.

1989
Consultant, UNICEF Regional office for Sub-Sahara Africa, Nairobi, Kenya

1983-1991
Adjunct Faculty in Cross Cultural Communication, New College for Advanced Christian Studies, Berkeley, CA.


1984-1985

Interim Director, Cross Cultural Ministry Program, New 




College for Advanced Christian Studies, Berkeley, CA.

1981-1982
Dean, Foreign Student Affairs, Asian Theological Seminary,Manila, Philippines

1979-1982
Project Director and Staff, Institute for Studies in Asian Church and Culture (ISACC), Manila, Philippines


1979-1981

Lecturer in Urbanization, Asian Theological Seminary

PUBLICATIONS

2009
“Promised Land?: Immigration, Religiosity, and Space in Southern California,” co-authored with Clara Irazábal, Columbia University. Space and Culture (Issue TBD).
2008
Faith-based programs and outcomes for street-living youth in Los Angeles, Mumbai and Nairobi: A comparative study. Co-authored with Ferguson, K., Dortzbach, K., Dabir, N., & Spruijt-Metz, D. International Social Work, 51(2),159-177.

2007
Perceptions of faith and outcomes in faith-based programs for homeless youth: A grounded theory approach. Co-authored with Ferguson, K., Wu, Q., & Spruijt-Metz, D. Journal of Social Service Research, 33(4):25-43.

2007
Outcomes evaluation in faith-based social services: Are we evaluating faith accurately? Co-authored with Ferguson, K., Wu, Q,  & Spruijt-Metz, D. Research on Social Work Practice, 17(2), 264-276. 

2006
Comparative analysis of faith-based programs serving homeless and street-living youth in Los Angeles, Mumbai and Nairobi. Co-authored with Ferguson, K., Dabir, N., Dortzbach, K., & Spruijt-Metz, D.  Children and Youth Services Review, 28(12): 1512-1527.

2005 Innovative Programs Servicing Homeless and Street-living 

Children Around the World: A Compilation of Best-Practice Models from Los Angeles, Mumbai and Nairobi.

Co-authored with Kristin M. Ferguson, Neela Dabir, Donna Spruijt-Metz, Donald E. Miller, and Karl Dortzbach.  USC: The Urban Initiative.

2004 Crisis on the Streets: Homeless Women and Children in 

Los Angeles.  Co-authored with Peter Spoto and Mia 

Thompson.  USC: Center for Religion and Civic Culture.


2002


“Religious Dimensions of the Immigrant Experience in 

Southern California” in Southern California and the World.  Co-authored with Donald E. Miller and Jon Miller.  Eds. Eric J. Heikkila and Rafael Pizarro.  Westport, CT: Praeger.

2002 Faith Works: Religious Communities Building Neighborhoods. Co-authored with Andrea E. Dyrness.

USC: Center for Religion and Civic Culture.

2001 Policy on the Streets: A Handbook for the Establishment

Of  Sidewalk-Vending Programs.  USC: Center for Religion and Civic Culture

2001


Immigrant Religion in the City of Angels.  Co-authored

with Donald E. Miller and Jon Miller.  USC: Center for

Religion and Civic Culture

1998 “Coping Strategies of urban poor women,” Serving with the Urban Poor: Cases in Holistic Ministry, Monrovia, CA: Marc Publications

1987


"Urbanization in the Two-Thirds World"  Urban Mission




Vol. 4, No. 4 (Reprinted from RADIX).


1986


"The Christian as Cultural Minority," RADIX Vol. 17,





No. 3, Winter


1984


"Seek the Welfare of Any City", TOGETHER, #4, July-





September (Reprinted from RADIX)


1983


"Urbanization in the Two-Thirds World", RADIX, Vol 15,





No.3, November-December.


1981


"Manila's Urban Poor", WORLD, SEND International,





Farmington, MI

1980
Co-editor, Perspectives on Christian Development: A Reader. Quezon City: Institute for Studies in Asian Church and Culture.


1980


"The Philippines: Relocating Urban Slum Families, a Non-

Solution?" Development Forum, Vol. VIII, No. 7, September, Published by United Nations University, Geneva.


1978


A Comparative Study on the Activities of Relocated Low-

Income Women.  MA Thesis, Ateneo de Manila University, Manila, Philippines

RECENT GRANTS

2009
Crisis in Kenya: working with Non-Governmental Organizations to care responsibly for vulnerable children.  Funded by Discover the World, a U.S.-based organization. $15,000.
2006-2009
Universities and Non-Governmental Organizations working together for vulnerable children in Kenya. 


Funded by the Higher Education for Development Institutional Partnership Program under the United States Agency for International Development through the Center for Religion and Civic Culture at USC with K.M Ferguson,


N. Lutkehaus, and E. Sanasarian (U.S.C.); B. Boyo (Daystar University, Nairobi, Kenya); E. Choge and H. Ayanga (Moi University, Eldoret, Kenya). $125,000.
2007-2009
Immigrants and Urban Space in Southern California.


Funded by the Provost Initiative on Immigration and Integration, USC, through the School of Policy, Planning and Development, USC, with C. Irazabal and L. Pulido. $50,000.
SELECTED COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE

2007 - present

Community Advisory Board for The Wall/Las Memorias

2007                         Steering Committee for A Pathway Home, United Way

Los Angeles

2006-2007

Faith Community Advisory Board, Los Angeles County





Department for Children and Families

2004


Feasibility Study for the City of Los Angeles Community 






Development Department on the establishment of a side-





Walk vending district in Echo Park.

2003 Panelist on Community Participation and Civic Dialogue,

The Commonwealth Club Centennial Assembly: Renewing Democratic Civil Society, San Francisco.


2002


Feasibility study for Union Rescue Mission, Los Angeles

2002


Panel chair on Building on the Strength of Spirituality and 

Faith in Your Community at the National Community Building Annual Conference, “Uniting our Voices: Community Building in Action,” Seattle

2002


Moderator of conference on globalization and sustainability

at All Saints Episcopal Church in Pasadena, CA.

2001  - present

Conduct workshops on social analysis at various immigrant 

congregations

2000 Moderator of panel responding to Saskia Sassen address at Urban Ministry Convocation, Claremont Graduate School of Theology, October 31 – November 2, 2000

1999 Program Committee and moderator on panel on Education 

at consultation “Empowering for Reconciliation with Justice: Learning from South Africa about Community Conflict Transformation”, November 9-11, 1999, Los Angeles Convention Center

1999 Panelist on “Why People Fear the End of the Century”, Channel 52 Spanish language television station, October

1997-Present
Secretary, Steering Committee, Churches United for Economic Development (CUED)

1998
Responder to a Consultation on Case Studies with the Urban Poor, Manila, Philippines


1996


“Urban Women and Development”.  Paper presented at the





International Ecumenical Urban Network consultation in





Nairobi, Kenya.

1994  and 1995
Women at Work, Pasadena,  Ca: panelist on issues related to women starting their own businesses.
1994
Working with low income Latino people seeking to establish a business incubator with Pueblo Nuevo Development Corp. in Los Angeles.

1994
Advisor and consultant on the establishment of a counseling center for Latino people who suffered from the Northridge earthquake, Operation Rebound. 

1992/90/88
Workshop and Seminar leader on Refugee Issues, at SCUPE Urban Conference, Chicago, Ill.

1991
"Women in Development".  Paper presented at Between Two Worlds, Conference in Tijuana,  Mexico (World Vision Mexico)

1990
"The Status of Hispanic Women in Oakland".  Paper presented at La Esperanza Conference in Berkeley, CA.

1989


"The Rapid Urbanization in Sub-Sahara Africa and Its





Impact on Women and Children."  Speech written for 





Regional Director, UNICEF, Nairobi, Kenya.


1989


Station Manager, Red Cross of Northern Ca., at site of the





collapsed freeway in Oakland.


1988


Workshop leader and Participant, Leadership '88, 





Washington, D.C.

1986
"A Study  on the Adaptation of Mien Women to the Oakland Inner City,"  Paper presented at the Consultation of Theologians and Anthropologists, BIOLA University, Los Angeles.

1984
Plenary Speaker, Pastor's Conference on Urban Evangelism, Cuernavaca, Mexico (World Vision Mexico)


1978


Research on creative housing solutions for the urban poor, 





traveling through Mexico and Central America.

Additional:
Serve on the Board of Directors for various organizations: L.A. Coalition to End Hunger and Homelessness; Housing Works; International Service Fellowship (InterServe); Episcopal Theological School Claremont; Light of the World Ministries; Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace; LIA International; Advisory Council, School of Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary. Guest lectures, speaking engagements, seminars, workshops

Member:
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning, International Society for the Sociology of Religion, Inter-University Consortium for International Social Development.
