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Biographical Sketch. Jane D. Keeler received her training in nursing at the St. Luke's Hospital
School of Nursing in New York City, Class of 1942. After World War 11, she attended Columbia
University's Teachers College where she received a Bachelor of Science (1949) and Master of
Arts (1954) in Public Health Nursing.

After graduating from St. Luke's Hospital, Keeler served as Head Nurse in St. Luke's
Hospital from 1942 to 1943. In 1943, she joined the United States Army Nurse Corps and worked
on the west coast of the United States and in the Philippines. In 1945, she returned to St. Luke's
Hospital to work for an additional two years as Head Nurse.

From 1947 until 1958, Keeler worked for the Visiting Nurses Association of Brooklyn
where she was a Supervisor and in 1956 became an Administrative Assistant. After working for
the Visiting Nurse Association of Brooklyn, Keeler moved on to the National League of Nursing
within its Department of Public Health Nursing. She stayed with the National League for Nursing
for two years. In 1960, she became the Executive Director of the Visiting Nurse Association in
New Haven, where she stayed until her retirement in 1982.

Keeler also served as a board member for many organizations. She served for, among
others, the Hill Health Board, New Haven Connecticut (1968-1982); Hospice, Inc., New Haven,
Connecticut (1972-1974); Connecticut League for Nursing (1961-1972) where she served as
Treasurer from 1969 to 1972; and the National Task Force on Home Health (1981-1982). Keeler
also served as an Associated Clinical Professor at the Yale University's School of Nursing and a
lecturer in the Yale's School of Epidemiology and Public Health.

Summary. This collection documents the evolution of Keeler's career in the nursing profession
ranging from her training school days to the directorship of a well established visiting nurse
association. The collection includes personal and biographical material, most notably a 1985 oral
history interview (with transcripts) and speeches. Also included are various files reflecting her
work with professional and educational organizations such as Association of Community Health
Service Agencies, Council of Medical Social Services Board, Community Service Society of New
York, Visiting Nurse Association of New Haven, National League for Nursing, Yale University.

Series Description. This collection has been arranged into two series:

Series I. Personal, 1954-1985
Series Il. Organizations, 1935-1980

Series |. Personal, 1954-1985. This series includes aspects of Keeler's personal life
including her curriculum vitae and an oral history interview (with transcripts) of an oral history
taken in 1985. Also included is an audiotape kept by Keeler about the history of public health
nursing. This series also includes speeches delivered by Keeler, mostly before the National
League of Nursing concerning public health nursing and home health agencies. Included too for
the National League of Nursing and Association of Community Health Service Agencies.
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Series Il. Organizations, 1935-1980. This series contains information on five
organizations: The Board Members Organization (later know as the Association of Community Health
Service Agencies) Council of Medical Social Services Boards, Community Service Society of New
York, Visiting Nurses Association of New Haven, and the National League of Nurses. Information on the
Association of Community Health Service Agencies includes background information and a run of its
monthly publication Pass it On. The files of the Council of Medical Social Services Boards include
speeches given by Mrs. C. E. A. Winslow, who was a long time board member of the Visiting Nurses
Association of New Haven and president of the board from 1927-1937.

The bulk of this series reflects the Visiting Nurses Association of New Haven, the
organization in which Ms. Keeler spent most of her professional career. Included are
background files of the Visiting Nurses Association of New Haven, speeches given by former
presidents and executive directors such as Elizabeth Fox who retired in 1949, reports, an
anniversary bulletin, and a copy of the Visiting Nurses Association of New Haven's application to the
National League for Nursing for accreditation. Files relating to the National League for Nursing include
a speech by Martha Adams, and some reports and pamphlets.

Series I. Personal, 1954-1985

Box 1
Biographical

Curriculum Vitae

Keeler Oral History, (transcript), 1985
f1 Keeler Oral History, (audiotape), 1985
f.2 Keeler, History in Public Health Nursing, (audiotape), 198?
box 2/a.2 The Selection of the Public Health Nurse, 1966
.3 Reorganizing to Meet New Health Goals, 1967
f.4 Statement of the National League for Nursing Council of Public
£.5 Health Nursing Services, 1970-1971
£6 Council of Home Health Agencies, 1972
fl7 The Future Mission of Community Nursing Agencies,
f.8 1978 Collaborative Efforts in Connecticut, 1980
f:9 Reports, 1954-1975

Series 1. Organizations, 1935-1980
Board Members Organization/ Association of Community Health Service

Agencies
1 Background Description
Publications
Pass It On
f.2 Nov. 1951-Dec. 1956
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Series H. Organizations, 1935-1980

f.3

f.4

.5

f.6

f.7
f.8
f.9

f.10
f.11
f.12

.13
f.14
.15
.16
f.17
.18

.19
f.20
f.21

Audiotapes
Box 2

a.l

a.2

Board Members Organization/ Association of Community Health
Service Agencies
Publications
Pass It On, cont.

Feb. 1957-Summer 1961
Council of Medical Social Services Board
Speech, Mrs. C.E.A. Winslow, "Lay Participation in Community Health
Problems", 1947
Community Service Society of New York
Speech, C.E.A. Winslow, "Public Health as a Major Community Service",
1948
Visiting Nurse Association of New Haven
Background Description, 1980
Speeches
Ira Hiscock, Chairman, Yale University, 1949
Mrs. C. Welles Belin, 1956
Dorothy Wilson, Executive Director Visitin Nurse Association of
New Haven, 1954-1956
Mrs. G. Harold Welsh, President of New Haven, 1963
Edward Williams, President of New Haven, 1974-1975
Report and Anniversary Bulletin, 1976-1979
Application for National League for Nursing Accreditation, 1968
Introduction
Organization, Program |
Organization, Program I
Staff
Resources
Future Plans
National League for Nursing
Speech, "Public Health Nursing...," Martha Adam, 1965
Reports, 1960-1964
Pamphlets, 1935-1964

Keeler Oral History, 1985
History in Public Health Nursing, ca. 1980s.



