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Biographical Sketch. 
Dorothy M. Smith, R.N., M. Ed., dean and dean emeritus of the College of Nursing at 

the University of Florida, 1956-1973, was an internationally known nurse leader, educator 
and clinician. 

Smith was born in Bangor, Maine in 1913. She graduated from Quincy City Hospital, 
School of Nursing in Massachusetts (1936), received her Bachelor’s degree from Teachers 
College at Columbia University (1941), and a Masters’ Degree from Harvard University 
(1947).  After graduation from Quincy City Hospital, School of Nursing, she was employed 
as a staff nurse (1936-1937) and later as a head nurse (1937-1939).  After receiving her 
masters’ degree she accepted a position as a science instructor at the Margaret Pillsbury 
Hospital, School of Nursing, Concord, New Hampshire (1941-1942). In 1942, Smith 
returned to Quincy City Hospital, School of Nursing as a science instructor and assistant 
educational director (1942-1945) where she later assumed the position of educational 
director and science instructor.  In 1947, she accepted the position of assistant dean in 
charge of curriculum, Duke University, School of Nursing, and later the position of director 
of the Division of Nursing education and assistant dean of the Basic Nursing Program.  
Smith remained at Duke University until 1952.   

From 1952-1954, Smith served as a consultant with the National League for Nursing, 
Division of Nursing Education, New York City. She became assistant director of nursing at 
Hartford Hospital, School of Nursing, a role which included providing consultation to faculty 
in curriculum and teaching from 1954 to 1956.  In 1956, she became dean of the College 
of Nursing and professor of nursing, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, retiring in 
1976.  

Smith was the founding dean of the College of Nursing, University of Florida.  Along 
with colleagues in medicine, dentistry, and allied health she participated in the design and 
implementation at the University of Florida of one of the country’s first de novo health 
science centers integrating education, research and practice across the health professions. 
 A number of important innovations were developed and tested within this interdisciplinary 
environment that have been widely replicated in the U.S. and internationally.  As a nursing 
leader she influenced the integration of nursing into the mainstream of higher education 
and practice, and the development of evidence-based nursing practice.  Her contribution 
laid the groundwork for many of the most important advances in nursing education, the 
development of nurse practitioners and clinical nurse specialists as an integral component 
of our nation’s health system. 

Smith authored numerous papers.  She was elected an honorary member of the 
American Academy of Nursing in 1979, and was named a Living Legend in Nursing by the 
Academy in 1996. In June 1977 she received the Mary Adelaide Nutting Nursing Award 
from the National League for Nursing. On August 16, 1997, at the age of 84, she died in 
Indian Harbour, Florida. 
 
Summary. 

These papers span Smith’s professional life and document her educational and 
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academic experiences as well as awards and recognition received as a nursing leader. The 
collection is comprised of addresses, articles, and files which reflect her association with 
the University of Florida; personal correspondence; and photographs. 
 
 
Series Description. This collection has been arranged into five series: 
 

Series I. Personal, 1954-1998 
Series II. Addresses, articles, papers and publications, 1955-1993 
Series III. Dean and Dean Emeritus, College of Nursing, University of Florida,  

1958-1997 
Series IV. Photographs, 1940-1995 
Series V. Artifacts and Ephemera, 1956-1985 

 
Series I.  Personal. This is a small series which includes a biographical sketch, an 

award,correspondence, educational course papers, correspondence to family members, and 
Smith’s obituary. 
 

Series II. Addresses, articles, papers and publications.  In this series are the large 
number of addresses and papers Smith presented on numerous occasions, many articles 
published in various journals and a preliminary draft for a book publication. 
 

Series III. Dean and Dean Emeritus, College of Nursing, University of Florida.  This 
series documents Smith’s association as dean and dean emeritus with the College of 
Nursing.  The series is divided into the following sub-series: administration, nursing 
courses, and association with other colleges and universities. 
 

Series IV.  Photographs.  Here are snapshots taken when Smith attended Columbia 
University and with family and friends, also a portrait photo taken in 1979.  Related 
materials: see accession 1998-5, Dorothy Smith Tribute (60-minute videocassette produced 
by University of Florida, 1997) 
 

Series V.  Artifacts and Ephemera.  This series is comprised of memorabilia such as a 
scrapbook, plaques, and awards in recognition of Smith’s achievement and contributions to 
nursing education.  Her academic robe and hood is part of this series. 

 
 ════════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 
 
Series I.  Personal, 1954-1998 

f. 1 Biographical sketch - 1996 
Box 1 

Awards 
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f. 2  Living Legend Award, American Academy of Nursing, certificate,         
f. 3  Mary Adelaide Nutting Award, National League for Nursing,         

 
Series I.  Personal, 1954-1997, cont. 
f.4 American Nurses Hall of Fame, 1998 

 Correspondence, Linda Aiken and Dorothy M. Smith, incoming and 
outgoing 
f. 5  1984-1995 
f. 6  1996-1997 
f. 7  1996 (Restricted) 

Correspondence, outgoing to Carol Hayes (Christianson) 
f.8  1955-56 
f.9  1957 
f.10  1958 
f.11  1959-1960 
f.12  1961-1964 
 

f.13  1965-1967 and 1972 
Box 2 

f.14  1995-1997 
f.15  no dates (miscellaneous cards) 

Educational Course Papers-1954 
f.16  “Philosophy of Education for Human Relations” 
f.17  “Culture: Problem of Human Order” 
f.18  “Problem of Human Process” 
f.19 Obituary- clippings from newspapers and journals, and correspondence to 
  family members, August 1997 
f.20 Memorial Tribute to D.M. Smith, September 19, 1997 
f.21 Remembrance Ceremony, D.M. Smith, November 9, 1997 
f.22 Tribute to D.M. Smith, associates and friends, 1997 (handwritten) 
 
Series II. Addresses, Articles, Papers and Publications 

Addresses, 1953-1993 
f. 1  “Clinical Teaching, What It Is.” New Jersey State League for Nursing,    A       
f. 2  “Working With Love” Alachua General Hospital, School of Nursing,          
f. 3  “Nurse-Patient Relationships” Florida State Nurses Association Annual             
f. 4  “On Beyond Zebra in Nursing” St. Luke’s Hospital, Jacksonville, Florida,         
f. 5  “Is it Possible to Evaluate Teaching” Boston, Massachusetts, 1960's  
f. 6  “Nursing Education- A Challenge” North Carolina League for Nursing,    A       
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Series II. Addresses, Articles, Papers and Publications, contd. 
f. 7  “Creative Nursing” Medical College of Georgia- School of Nursing, 
Georgia,    June 3, 1961 
f. 8  “Creative Nursing” Arizona Conference, Opening Session, October 16, 
1961 
f. 9  “Next Steps” November 15, 1961 
f. 10  “Nursing-Association in Growth, Louisiana League for Nursing,   

Lafayette, Louisiana, March 28, 1963 
f. 11  “Approach to the Organization of a Modern School of Nursing” 
Misericordia    Hospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, May 10,1963 
f. 12  “From Student to Nurse-A Role Transition” National League for Nursing            
f. 13  “The Nursing Team - Fact or Fancy” Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 
21,    1963 and Delta College, Michigan, October 8, 1963 
f. 14  “A Method to Improve Nursing Care” Lansing, Michigan, October 9, 
1963;    Baltimore, Maryland, October 11, 1963; and Minneapolis, Minnesota,       

f. 15  “Curriculum Patterns in Selected Nursing Programs” Vermont, May, 
1964 

Box 3 

f. 16  Nursing Convocation, College of Nursing, August 3, 1964 
f. 17  Remarks at a Council Meeting, October 19, 1964 
f. 18  “Some Thoughts About Nursing Practice” Nursing Supervisors, 13th  
Annual Conference, Georgia Department of Public Health, Atlanta, June 15, 1965 f. 19  “Thoug                    
f. 20  “The Second Ten Years” University of Florida, College of Nursing, 
Alumni    Banquet, March 18, 1966  
f. 21  “ Leadership and Change” Faculty and Nurses, June 6, 1966 
f. 22  “The Organization of Nursing Service” Conference, Health Education 
and    Care of the Future, San Francisco Medical Center, June 18, 1966 
f. 23  “Boston Speech” October 14, 1966 
f. 24  “Employer-Employee Relationships” Florida Nurses Association, October 
20,    1966 
f. 25  “ Nursing in an Explosion Area” Keynote Address, Kentucky Nurses            
f. 26  “The Clinical Specialist in Nursing” Symposium.  Columbia University 
and    Presbyterian Hospital, School of Nursing, January 18-19, 1967; 
Emory    University, Atlanta, Georgia, no date 
f. 27  “Nursing Reformation” Tucson and Phoenix during Arizona Nurse Week, 
   1968 
f. 28  “The ‘Ladder Concept’ In Nursing” May 28, 1969 
f. 29  “Alternatives for Nursing” Vancouver, B.C. November 13,1970 
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Series II. Addresses, Articles, Papers and Publications, contd.. 
f. 30  “Some Questions Relating to Responsibility and Accountability in 
Nursing”    keynote address, Pennsylvania Nurses Association Convention,          
f. 31  “Nursing” Faculty Practice Conference, Phoenix, Arizona (handwritten)       

No Date or Location 
f. 32   “A Real laboratory Learning” (How are students regarded in the 
clinical     area, as students, or as employee?) 
f. 33   “ From Zero to Infinity” (Exploring the “Why’s” and “Wherefores”of         
f. 34   “Nursing” (handwritten) 
f. 35   “Nursing Arts” 
f. 36   “Nursing-A Nurse and a Patient” 
f. 37   “Nursing Care-Quality and Quantity” 
f. 38   “Nursing Skills Laboratory 
f. 39   “Root of Faculty Practice” A.A.C.A, Dallas, December 3-5 
(handwritten     and clippings from journals, etc.) 
f. 40   “The Relationship between Nursing Education and Nursing Service-A          
f. 41   “The Teacher Practitioner Role” Kansas City 
f. 42   “The Writing of Objectives as a Nursing Practice Skill” 
f. 43    “Thoughts About an Honor Society” 

Articles-preliminary draft 
f. 44  “A Discussion of the ‘Into, Out of, Overall’ Syndrome in Nursing” for            
f. 45  “Is It Too Late” for The Nursing Clinics of North America
f. 46  Description of “very best” innovation she implemented as dean, March 
21,    1989 

, June, 1971  

No Dates 
f. 47   “An Experiment in Change” D.M. Smith, R.N., and Frank R.L. Egloff,      
f. 48   “A History in Nursing Course-An Experiment in Motivation” 
f. 49   “ Lets Help Our Students Grow” 
f. 50   “Nursing- A Nurse and a Patient” 
f. 51   “Nursing Revisited” for 
f. 52   “Psychosocial Aspects of the Health of Older People from the 
Standpoint     of the Registered Nurse” 

Nursing Outlook 

f. 53   “The ‘Ladder Concept’ in Nursing” for The New England Journal of 
f. 54  “The Writing of Objectives as a Nursing Practice Skill” for American 
Journal     of Nursing, February, 1971 

     

Series II. Addresses, Articles, Papers and Publications, contd. 
Books (preliminary drafts) 

f. 55  Chapter 1- A View of Nursing 
f. 56  Chapter- Nursing As a Practice Discipline 
f. 57  Chapters and Appendix 
f. 58  Outline and References 
f. 59  Correspondence- book format, 1980 
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Papers 
f. 60  “Problems and Issues Which Were Apparent” 1956 
f. 61  “Paper and Myself” 1961 
   Position Papers 
f. 62   “Nursing Practice and Nursing Education” March 22, 1967 
f. 63   “ Hospital Training Program” (submitted to Health Center Council)  

October 6, 1969   
No Dates 

f. 64   “Essence of Nursing” 
f. 65   “Faculty Members and Students” ? (no title) 
f. 66   “From Co-existence toward Collaboration” 
f. 67   “Is It Too Late” 
f. 68   “Nursing Care-Quality and Quantity” 
f. 69   “Health Care System” (for Dr. Willard) 
f. 70   “The Experiment at the University of Florida” 
f. 71   “The Development of a Clinical Nursing Tool” A Guide for History 
Tool 
f. 72    “What Makes Nursing Effective” 
 
Box 5
f. 73  Correspondence- Publishing companies, 1980, 1992-1993 

 Publications 

f. 74  List of Publications 1948-1964 (revised 1964) 
f. 75  American Journal of Nursing

“Patient-Centered Teaching in Medicine and Surgical Nursing”,  
 (reprints) 

D.M. Smith, R.N., vol. 50, No. 5, May 1950 
“Evaluating Student Progress in Clinical Experience” H. Nahm, R.N.,                 
“Oh No! Not Another Committee!” D.M. Smith, R.N., Vol. 50, No. 12,       
“National Accreditation” F. Elliot, R.N., and D.M. Smith, R.N., Vol.          
“Myth and Method In Nursing Practice” D.M. Smith, Vol. 64, No. 2,       
“Nursing Education and Nursing Service” D.M. Smith, R.N., Vol. 191,         

 
f. 76  Focus

f. 77  

, “Nursing Today”, An interview with Dorothy M. Smith, University 
   of Florida, Vol. 111, No.6, November-December 1961 

Hospitals
f. 78  

, “Training Wheel Tappers” Vol. 22, September 1948 
Hospital Nursing

f. 79  
, “Nursing Practice Within a Hospital Nursing Service”        

Image
f. 80  

, “Thoughts About Nursing” D.M. Smith, R.N., Vol. 25, No. 2,         
Nursing Clinics of North America

Vol. 6, No. 2, June 1971 
, “Is It Too Late” D.M. Smith, M.ED.,  

f. 81  
“Let’s Help our Students Learn and Grow” D.M. Smith, R.N., Vol. 5,         

Nursing Outlook 

“Something New” D.M. Smith and F.R.L. Egloff, Vol. 5, No. 2,        
“Practice-A Part of Teaching” D.M. Smith, Vol. 7, No. 3, March 1959 
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“Instruction in History of Nursing” D.M. Smith, Vol. 8, No. 11,        
“A Real Laboratory for Learning” D.M. Smith, Vol. 11, No. 4, April      
“ From Student to Nurse” D.M. Smith, Vol. 11, No. 10, October 1963 
“The Integration of Nursing Education, Practice, and Research,” Vol. 

45,     No. 5, 1998. 
f. 82  Nursing Education Administration 
f. 83  State Nurses Association 

“A Chain of Innovations” D.M. Smith 

Florida Nurses Association District #10, “The Care of the Mind” D.M.            
Minnesota Nursing Accent, “A Method to Improve Nursing Care” D.M. 

    Smith, Vol. XXXV, No. 7, December 1963  
The Center, University of Florida, “Another Look at Gaps in Patient       
The Florida Nurse, “From Co-Existence Toward Collaboration” D.M.            
The Kansas Nurse, “Nursing Care-Quality and Quantity”, D.M. Smith, 

    Vol. 43, No. 5, October, 1968 
Arizona Nurse, “Nursing Reformation” D.M. Smith, Vol. 21, No. 5,       
The Oklahoma Nurse

No. 10, December 1968 
, “Nursing Reformation” D. Smith, Vol. XLIII,  

Other 
f. 84  “Response: Faculty Practice From a 25-Year Perspective” D.M. Smith, 
(no    source or date noted) 
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f. 85  Response to paper sent out by staff of Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation for    October 3-5, 1979, Conference, critique 
f. 86-100  Dorothy M. Smith’s reference files for papers, lectures, and 
publications,    including hand-written notes, 1860-1993 

f.101-108  Dorothy M. Smith’s reference files for papers, lectures, and 
publications,    including hand-written notes, 1860-1993 

Box 6 

 
Series III. University of Florida, College of Nursing, Gainesville, Florida, 
1958-1997 

Dean and Dean Emeritus 
Administration 

f. 1   Organizational Plan, 1969-1971 
f. 2   Organization for Development and Improvement of Quality and 
Teaching     Curriculum and Nursing Practice, no date 
f. 3   Personnel Organization Chart, J. Hillis Miller Health Center, no date 
f. 4   Duties of an Administrator, October 23, 1964 
f. 5   Correspondence-Inter department, 1958-1962, 1968-1978 
f. 6   “Hospital Training Programs” submitted to Health Center Council,          
f. 7   “Academic Freedom and Responsibilities” statement of Policy,         
f. 8   “Nurse Clinician Role in Prenatal Clinic,” proposal, no date 
f. 9   Policy- Nursing students clinical course, in hospital laboratory, 
outside of     laboratory hours, no date 
f. 10   Position Statement- “Nursing Education Agenda for 21st century”            
f. 11   “Relationship Between the Department of Nursing of the Teaching            

Faculty 
f. 12  Address- “Reflections” July 3, 1967 

Faculty Member Minutes 
f. 13   February and June, 1958; February and September, 1962 
f. 14   March and June, 1966; April and June, 1967; August, 1970 
f. 15   Handwritten notes: re: faculty meetings and other nursing activities,       
f. 16   Dean and section chairman meeting minutes, 1967, 1970, 1971 
f. 17   Fundamentals Faculty Group, discussion and decisions, November,           

f. 18   Medical-Surgical Section, meeting minutes, 1969,1971; memo, 1971, 
     1972 

Box 7 
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Series III. University of Florida, College of Nursing, Gainesville, Florida, 
1958-1997, cont. 

Correspondence 
f. 19   1959-1962 
f. 20   1963-1967 
f. 21   1969-1970   
f. 22   1971-1973 
f. 23   Curriculum Committee, 1970-1971 
f. 24   Professional Colleagues 1956-1997 
f. 25   Dorothy M. Smith Fund, incoming and outgoing, 1994-1997 

Forums 
f. 26  1964 
f. 27  1965 

Reports 
f. 28  General Nursing Section, no date 
f. 29  Organizational Structure and Philosophy of Nursing Practice and                      
f. 30  “Study of Effects of Different Nursing Actions” (final report on GN          

Seminars 
f. 31  Course Planning and Evaluation, summary, September 25, 1968-        
f. 32  Treatment of Patients; Maria McLean, February 23, 1961 
 

Nursing Courses 
Box 8 

f. 33  Nursing 200-Science Principles Applied to Nursing Practice-no date 
f. 34  Nursing 301-Nursing Skills Laboratory Syllabus Spring, 1970; Summer,     

Critiques 
f. 35    Spring 1970, August 3, 1970 
f. 36    June 1970 by student in course, December 3, 1970 
f. 37    Position Paper (Eileen Pearlman), no date 
f. 38  Nursing 321-Nursing Skills Laboratory, position paper on Nursing 321,       
f. 39  Nursing 445-Nursing Aspects of Gerontology, evaluation guide for        
f. 40  Nursing 461-Senior Clerkship, syllabus, 1972, examination, 1973 
f. 41  Nursing 692-760, Processes of Aging, announcement, brochure- Fall       
 
Series III. University of Florida, College of Nursing, Gainesville, Florida, 
1958-1997, cont. 

Related to Nursing Courses  
f. 42  Grant Proposal-outline, no date 
f. 43   Models for Nursing-handwritten, no date 
f. 44  Professional Nursing practice, no date 
f. 45  Service Team Leader, October 29, 1963 
f. 46  Significance of Project, no date 
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f. 47  Study of a Nursing Problem Using the Scientific Method, no date 
f. 48-50  Case Studies-relating to patient care, 1959-1961 

Reports- Dorothy M. Smith 
f. 51   Patients interviews- 1959-1959 
f. 52   Patients Experiences- 1958-1964 
 

   Other- Relating to Nursing 
Box 9 

f. 53  4th Annual Clinical Practice Model (CPM) National Conference,          
f. 54  Florence Nightingale: Patient Care; Dorothy M. Smith, A System of         
f. 55  “Historical and Current Aspects of Clinical Nursing Practice,” 5th Annual             
f. 56  History of Nursing, Musical Narrative, D.M. Smith, May 1966 
f. 57  “My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean” (word changes, nursing skit) no date 
f. 58  Nurse-Doctor, student skit, no date 
f. 59  “The Calf Path” no author or date 
f. 60  The Center
f. 61  Dorothy M. Smith Professionalship, proposal, University of Florida 
College    of Nursing, 1997 

, “All Around the Center,” (student nurses), January 1968 

Other Colleges and Universities 
f. 62  An Abstract for Action
f. 63  “Affairs of the Heart” S.R. Gortner, M.N.F.A.A.N.  The Seventh Helen          

, School of Nursing, Emory University, Atlanta,         

f. 64  Faculty Clinical Practice, AACN Workshop, Dallas, Texas, 
correspondence,    handwritten, notes and references, December 3-5, 1979 
f. 65   ICON

 October 6, 1986  
, Demonstration Projects, Nursing Practice for the Future; Nursing            

f. 66  Nurses in Leadership Positions, Continuing Education Programs,              
May 7-11, 1962 

Series III. University of Florida, College of Nursing, Gainesville, Florida, 
1958-1997, cont. 
 
f. 67  Memoirs
f. 68  Group Development- National Training Laboratory, pamphlet, 1957 

, Boston College, School of Nursing, 1947-1973, 1987 

 
Series IV.  Photographs, 1940-1995 
f. 1 Dorothy M. Smith 
p.1  Sitting on stairway post, Columbia University, 1940's 
p.2  Pushing a broom, Columbia University, 1940's 
p.3 Dorothy M. Smith and Connie Lundy- on boat to Nantucket, 1940's 
p.4 Dorothy M. Smith and Rita Keler, on boat to Nantucket, 1940's 
p.5 Dorothy M. Smith and brother Bob, farm in Maine, 1948 
p.6 Dorothy M. Smith, Mother, and Bobbie Ann, Duke University, 1940's 
p.7 Dorothy M. Smith and brother Bob, Maine, September 1981 
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p.8 Dorothy M. Smith, Mattie, Lois, Virgie, Edna Jones, Jen, 1990's 
p.9 Dorothy M. Smith, Christmas, 1990 
p.10 Dorothy M. Smith, chatting with friend, 1990's 
p.11 Dorothy M. Smith, Jen Wilson, Lois Knowles, Betty Hillard, Gainesville,   January   
p.12 Dorothy M. Smith’s home-made Christmas cards- ten years display on 
Florence   Burnett’s piano, 1990's   
p.13 Dorothy M. Smith portrait, May 1979 

American Academy of Nursing Living Legend Award, November, 1996 
p.14  D.M. Smith and Dean Kathy Lang 
p.15  Barbara Donahoe, President AAN and D.M. Smith 
p.16  Elizabeth Bear and Molly Dougherty 
P.17  D.M. Smith and friend 
p.18  B. Donahoe, D.M. Smith and Clifford Jordan 
p.19  Friend, Herb Piper, Jerry Pearlman and Dorothy Luther 
p.20  Friend and D.M. Smith 
p.21  Patricia Chammings and D.M. Smith 
p.22  D.M. Smith and Betty Bear 
p.23  Friend and D.M. Smith 
p.24  B. Donahoe and D.M. Smith 
p.25  D.M. Smith and friends 
p.26  D.M. Smith, Eileen Pearlman, and Dorothy Luther 
p.27  D.M. Smith 
p.28  Barbara Donahoe and D.M. Smith 
p.29  Barbara Donahoe and D.M. Smith 
p.30  Friend, Eileen Pearlman, Jen Wilson, and two friends 
p.31  B. Donahoe, D.M. Smith, and Jenet Heinrich 
Series IV.  Photographs, 1940-1995 
p.32  D.M. Smith 
 
Series V.  Artifacts, 1956-1985 

Gold Pin- American Academy of Nursing  
Box 11 

Silver Disc-engraved, University of Florida, College of Nursing, 1956-1973 
Plaques 

Recognition by former students-Ellen and Patty, August 1970 
Recognition for distinguished service- Association for Women Faculty,         

   Paper Weight-Recognition of distinguished service- Ciuium In Moribus Rei   
 Publicae Salus, 1971 

Pen Holder-with small plaque-Dorothy M. Smith, Dean College of Nursing,  
University of Florida, 1956-1971 

Academic Robe and Hood 
Box 12 
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Scrapbook, 193?-1993 
Box 13 
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