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Biographical Sketch. Mabel Harmon Morris (1921- ), a graduate of Girls High School of
Philadelphia, attended the Mercy Hospital and School for Nurses, Class of 1943. Morris obtained
her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of Pennsylvania in 1958 and in her Masters
in Public Health Nursing Administration from the School of Public Health and Teachers College at
Columbia University in 1964.

From 1946 to 1961, Morris worked for the Visiting Nurse Society of Philadelphia. After her
departure from the Society, she served as the District Nursing Supervisor for the Community
Nursing Service of Philadelphia (a program jointly sponsored by the Visiting Nurse Society of Phila-
delphia and the City of Philadelphia) from 1961 to 1966, and for Temple University's Community
Mental Health Center from 1968 to 1971. Morris took an educational leave of absence from 1963 to
1964 to complete her Master's degree. From 1971 to 1978, Morris worked for the United States
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare as regional nursing program director and as regional
mental health consultant.

In 1980, Morris moved from the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare to the
Department of Health and Human Services, where she served as program planning officer. Her
final appointment in the federal government was in the Office of Health Resources from 1981 to
1984. In 1984, she was appointed assistant professor in LaSalle University's Department of Nursing.
Morris currently serves as an adjunct professor at LaSalle and as an independent public health nurse
consultant.

Throughout her career Morris actively in served in many professional nursing associations,
including the National League of Nursing, the American Nurses Association, and Chi Eta Phi
sorority. She has published several papers and has given speeches across the east coast.

Summary. This collection spans the years from 1935 to 1990 with a concentration on the years
1966 to 1984, when she worked for the United States Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare. It consists of a variety of materials including correspondence, speeches, newspaper
clippings, and alumni memorabilia. Her personal and professional correspondence consists of
papers written by Morris and her colleagues. Employee evaluation sheets and detailed job
descriptions are in the material documenting her work with Temple University's Community Mental
Health Center and the Visiting Nurse Society of Philadelphia. The collection also contains articles,
teaching aides, and a small selection of photographs.

Of particular interest is the information Morris gathered during her five year struggle (1974-
1979) with the federal government to reverse her demotion United States Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare. This information includes incoming and outgoing correspondence,
memoranda, and general files as well as her research on government regulations and procedures.

This collection also includes some materials the documents Morris's confrontation with racial
discrimination as well as files about the African-American experience in Philadelphia.
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Series Descriptions. This collection has been arranged into six series:

Series I. Personal, 1939-1989

Series 1. Organizations, 1943-1990

Series I1I. Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 1966-1984
Series IV. Collected Articles and Reports, 1949-1981

Series V. School Materials and Teaching Tools

Series VI. Photographs

Series I. Personal, 1939-1989. This series consists of materials reflecting Morris's personal
and professional life. Included are letters from colleagues and friends, memorabilia from her days as
a student at Mercy Hospital and School for Nurses and the University of Pennsylvania, awards, her
curriculum vitae, and her writings on personal experiences with racial discrimination. Examples of
this include recollections such as, "... | learned that many of my class mates did not realize that black
students did not go on the trip to Washington D.C. because we could not stay in the same hotel as
the white students,” from her fifteenth high school reunion, and thoughts on her rejection from
Philadelphia General Hospital Training School for Nurses due to the School's "inability to
accommodate negroes.” There are also newspaper clippings and a supplement in the (Philadelphia)
Evening Bulletin entitled "The Negro in Philadelphia.”

Series Il.  Organizations, 1943-1990. This series profiles Morris's participation in
organizations such as the Visiting Nurses Society of Philadelphia and Chi Eta Phi sorority. It also
includes some correspondence with the National League of Nursing, the American Nurses
Association, and the Community Nursing Service of Philadelphia. There is material from the Mercy
Hospital and School for Nurses, as well as a large section from Temple University's Community
Mental Health Center that Morris initiated. Job descriptions of nursing positions within the center
remain, consisting of two to three page descriptions including community health nurses, psychiatric
nurses, psychiatric aids, and the psychiatric nurse director. There is also a paper on the nurse's
function in health care.

Series I11. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1966-1984. This series consists of
correspondence to and from the Department of Health, Education and Welfare from 1966 to 1974.
It includes a comprehensive section about her struggle to reverse the demotion of her position,
reflecting the long and tedious task of dealing with the United States Government. It dates from
April of 1974 to June of 1979. Some research information is also present, regarding government
regulations, which she obtained while fighting the demotion. A few papers from colleagues in the
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare include a paper by Virginia Saba, "Management
Information Systems for Public Health Community Agencies".

Series 1V. Collected Articles and Reports, 1949-1981. This series contains papers from
Morris's colleagues and friends. Included are: "The Role of the Visiting Nurse in the Field of
Geriatrics and Long Term lllness,” and "Philadelphia Home Care Plan,” both by Ruth Weaver
Hubbard, the General Director of the Visiting Nurses Society of Philadelphia; "Justice in Health," by
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Halfdan Mahler, the Director General of World Health Organization; and "Prospects of
Government Playing a Broader Role in Health Care in the 1980's,” by Robert Blendon, the Senior
Vice President of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

Series V. School Materials and Teaching Tools. Included in this series are class notes and
bibliography lists from the nursing school at the University of Pennsylvania. There are teaching aids
for health, nutrition, and public health, as well as on-the-job training information.

Series VI. Photographs. This series includes various snapshots and portraits of Morris,
friends, instructors, and her eighth grade class. There is also a photograph of Nettie Wiggs, one of
Morris's instructors while at the Mercy Hospital and School for Nurses.

Series I. Personal, 1939-1989

Box 1

f.1  Curriculum Vitae

f.2  Alumni of the University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing, "News"
f.3  Files

f.4  Correspondence

f.5 Awards

f.6  Conference at Yale University

f.7  Speeches

f.8  Clippings, Photocopied

f.9  Clippings, Original

f.10 Paper for Law Class
ffilel/f.1 "The Negro in Philadelphia”
box 6 Audio Tape of Mabel Morris

Series 1. Organizations, 1943-1990
f.1  Pennsylvania Nurses Association
f.2  Mercy Hospital and School for Nurses
Visiting Nurses Society of Philadelphia

f.3 Correspondence
f.4 Employee Evaluation Sheets
Temple University, Community Mental Health Center
f.5 Correspondence
f.6 Family Health Nurse, Community Health Nurse and Head Nurse
f.7 Staff Nurse
f.8 Mental Health Nurse Consultant and Clinical Specialist
f.9 Psychiatric Nurse
f.10 Psychiatric Nurse Instructor
f.11 Licensed Practical Nurse




f.12
f.13
f.14
f.15
f.16
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Psychiatric Technician
Psychiatric Nurse Director
Psychiatric Aide I
Psychiatric Aide 11
Psychiatric Trainee
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Series Il. Organizations, 1943-1990, cont.

f.17

Box 2
f.18
f.19
Nursing
f.20
f.21

f.22
f.23

The Nurse's Function

Nursing Procedures
University of South Carolina at Chapel Hill, Department of Public Health

National League of Nursing and American Nurse Association
Chi Eta Phi Sorority
Community Nursing Service of Philadelphia

Formation

Educating Nurses

Series 1. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1966-1984

f.1
f.2
f.3
f.4

f.10
f.11
f.12
f.13

f.14
f.15
f.16
f.17

Correspondence

1966-1973

1973-1976

1976-1978

1978-1984

Appeal for Change of Demotion
1974-1975

1975-1976

1976

1976-1977
1977

1977-1979
Papers and Evaluation
Government Regulations
Reorganization and Regulations
Papers of Colleagues
Nurse Training Act, 1975
Neighborhood Health Care
Nurse Education in Allied Health
Information in Public Health

Series IV. Collected Articles and Reports, 1949-1981
f.1  Role of the World Health Organization in Health Care

f.2
f.3

Community Health and Nursing
Assessment of the Community
Home Health Care
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Series IV. Collected Articles and Reports, 1949-1981
Community Health and Nursing, cont.

f.5 Development of the Community
f.6 Epidemiology
f.7 Professional Nursing and Nursing Theory
f.8 Medical Education and Research
f.9 Management
f.10 Health Care Planning
f.11 Quiality of Health Care
f.12 Chronic Illness and Older Patients
f.13 National Role in Health Care and Licensure
f.14 Pennsylvania Congress and Health Care
Box 5
f.15 Psychiatric Problems and Nursing
Public Health
f.16 The Poor
.17 Resources
f.18 Goals and Technology
Reports

f.19Health Center Services for Philadelphia, 1952
f.20Combining Public Health Nursing Agencies, 1967
f.21Philadelphia Public Health Survey, 1949
f.22Committee on Organization of Local Services, 1957

Box 6
Series V. School Materials and Teaching Tools
Class Notes and Bibliographies

f.1 University of Pennsylvania, School of Nursing

f.2 Columbia University, Teacher's College
Children and School Health Programs

f.3 Trends and Guidelines

f.4 Utilization

f.5 Nutrition

f.6  Supervising and Planning On The Job Training
Public Health Nursing

f.7 Attitudes, Guidelines and Management

f.8 Leadership and Working With People

Series V1. Photographs

Box 7

p.1 Nettie Wiggs - Instructor, ca. 1940

p.2 Friends at International Conference for Nursing, ca. 1989
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p.3 Graduating Class, Kane School, 1935
p.4 Mabel Morris, ca. 1943
p.5 Mabel Morris and Nurses, ca. 1950
p.6 Mabel Morris and Friend, ca. 1965

Audio Tape of Mabel Morris
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