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Historical Sketch. The Mercy-Douglass Hospital was formed in 1948 on the basis of the two
hospitals serving a predominantly black patient population in Philadelphia: the Frederick Douglass
Memorial Hospital and Mercy Hospital. After the two hospitals merged in 1948 to form the Mercy-
Douglass Hospital and School for Nurses (later renamed as School of Nursing), the Mercy Hospital
Alumni Association was renamed as the Alumnae Association of the Mercy-Douglass Hospital
School of Nursing. The alumnae association meets monthly with the exception of July and August
to carry on its functions and activities. It has survived both the school of nursing, which graduated
its last class in 1960, and the Mercy-Douglass Hospital, which closed in 1973.

Summary. This collection consists of two parts: records of the alumnae association in the period of
Mercy Hospital and records of the organization under its present name. It complements the Mercy-
Douglass Hospital records (MC 78) in that the latter are exclusively hospital and school records
organically created before the hospital closed in 1973. The alumnae association collection contains
history accounts of the hospital and the school as prepared by the alumni, minutes of alumni
meetings, programs of various kinds of activities the association sponsored, newsletters,
correspondence, clippings, and material the association collected of other organizations.

Series Description. This collection has been arranged into three series:

Series . Mercy Hospital Alumni Association, 1948-1949

Series II. Alumnae Association of Mercy-Douglass Hospital School
of Nursing, 1939-1987

Series IlI. Other Organizations, 1941-1985

Series IV. Photographs, 1949-1982

Series V. Artifacts

Series VI. Ephemera, 1896-1962

Series . Mercy Hospital Alumnae Association, 1948-1949. This series includes one file of
meeting minutes prior to the merger of Douglass Memorial and Mercy Hospital.

Series 1. Alumnae Association of Mercy-Douglass Hospital, School of Nursing, 1939-1987.
Included in this series are documentation of the history of Mercy-Douglass school of nursing and the
alumnae association (1918-1973), also the constitution and by-laws (1959). In this series are
programs of home-coming for the Philadelphia and other state chapters; newspaper clippings
concerning the activities of the hospital and school of nursing; and the study “Career Achievements
for Graduates “(1909-1960).

Series I1l. Other Organizations, 1941-1985. In this series are files with whom the Alumnae
Association has had contact. It documents a study of Negro nurses done by the Local Association of
Colored Graduate Nurses of Philadelphia and Vicinity (1946); and includes programs and
newsletters from the National Association of Colored Graduate Nurses (1941-1949).

Series IV. Photographs, 1949-1982. There are 598 photographs in this series depicting
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special events, such as, the naming of the new nurse’s home for L.G. Warlick (1956); reunions;
alumnae meetings and home-comings. It includes photographs from Grace Manning Green’s
scrapbook (Class of 1930).

Series V. Artifacts. This contains two (2) small souvenir glass vases from the hospital
family reunion (1987).

Series VI. Ephemera, 1896-1968. This series includes scrapbooks; announcements for a
benefit concert (1896); and a poster for the school of nursing basketball game (1951).

Series I. Mercy Hospital Alumnae Association, 1948-1949

Box 1
f.1 Minutes, 1948-1949
Series 1. Alumnae Association of Mercy-Douglass Hospital School of Nursing, 1939-1987
f.1 Constitution and bylaws, 1959
f.2 History of Mercy-Douglass Hospital and School of Nursing, 1948-1973
.3 History of the Alumnae Association of Mercy-Douglass Hospital School of
Nursing, no date
f.4 Minutes, 1950-1978
.5 Annual Reunion, agenda, with financial reports, 1978-1985
.6 Budgets, 1981-1982
.7 Correspondence, 1951-1983
.8 Home-coming programs, for Philadelphia and other Chapters, 1940-1982
Reunion programs, Mercy-Douglass Hospital Family
f.9 1981
.10 1987
f.11 Memoria and death notices, 1957-1983
f.12 Membership list, 1969-1980
.13 Miscellaneous, 1939-1984
f.14 Newsletters, 1966
.15 Black doctors, 1966-1983
.16 Cancer Detection Center, 1964
News Clippings
£.17 Closing of the hospital (MDH), 1970-1973
.18 Edna Gray and accident, 1963
.19 Miscellaneous, Hospital, School of Nursing and Alumnae Association
Activities, 1943-1983
f.20
oversize/
Box 9 Mary E. Mahoney, First Graduate Nurse, AFPO Magazine Section,
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September 24, 1954
f.21 Nursing Care Facility, Mercy-Douglass Human Service, 1974-1977
.22 Philadelphia Tribune and Kingsessing News, 1964-1969

Box 2
f.23-24 Study - “Career Achievements for Graduates, 1909-1960"

Series Ill. Other Organizations, 1941-1985
Delta Chapter of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Inc.

f.1 “Nurse of the Year,” 1982
Health and Welfare Council, Inc.
f.2 “Chronic IlIness: Problems of Professional Education,” (after 1946)
Medical Society of Eastern Pennsylvania
.3 Mercy-Douglass Lectureship, 1982-1985
National Conference of Hospital Administrators
f.4 Questions for round table discussion, 1946
Local Association of Colored Graduate Nurses of Philadelphia and Vicinity
f.5 "Survey of Negro Nurses in Philadelphia,” summary, 1946
National Association of Colored Graduate Nurses, Inc.
.6 Programs and newsletter, 1941-1949
Pennsylvania State Nurses Association
.7 Bylaws for District Association No. 1, (after 1951)
.8 Wayne State University, School of Nursing, Scholarship Fund, Dorothy L. Bailey,
1966
Series IV. Photographs, 1949-1982
Box 3
p.1 Group photo at special banquet, October 15, 1949. Some names included
November, 1954
p.2 Alumnae Association viewing new MDH facility
p.3-5 Miscellaneous others
Naming of the new nurses home for Lula G. Warlick, October 13, 1956
p.6 Lula G. Warlick and unidentified woman
p.7 Lula G. Warlick with name plaque
p.8 Presentation with Lula G. Warlick standing left
p.8a Presentation with Lula G. Warlick standing left
p.9-12 Miscellaneous others
p.13-14 Ross House, October 26, 1957
p.15-25 New York Chapter, 1961
p.26-33 Gala Reunion, 1962
p.33 Gala Reunion, 1963 photo with two postcards
p.34-37 Homecoming, 1964



p.38-43
p.44-57

p.58-60
p.61
p.62-64

p.65
p.66
p.67-72
p.73-75

Box 4
p.76-79
p.80
p.81-85

p.86
p.87
p.87a
p.88
p.89
p.90-100
p.101

p.102
p.103
p.104
p.105
p.106
p.107
p.108
p.109
p.109a
p.110
p.110a
p.111
p.112
p.113
p.114-118
p.119-129
p.130-132
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Nursing Alumnae Dinner, 1964
Special Event, 1965
June 1966 picnic at Miss Bradford's Lincoln, Pennsylvania house
Miscellaneous
Mr. Sharp at picnic
Alumnae Associating meeting at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel, 1966
Homecoming Celebration, 1966
Planning committee during celebration
Class of 1938 receiving cup for most members present
Miscellaneous others
Special Event Reception, 1966

Special Gathering, November 1967
Mrs. Marie Crawford Cawanns, October 1968
Presentation of Miss Warlick's Portrait, October 1968
Homecoming, 1968, Benjamin Franklin Hotel
Homecoming Committee
Homecoming speaker, unidentified
Homecoming speaker, unidentified
Class of 1938 at Homecoming
Class of 1938 at Homecoming
Miscellaneous others
Smitty Boat, 1969
New York Reunion, 1969
Alma Fleming and Connie Hill
Deloris Smith, Ella Williams, and Emily Ragland
Alan Green, Judy Brewer, Rubie Holloway, Deloris Brewer
Lucille Mitchell, Lu Holloway, Ann Parker, Daisy Bell, and Sara Williams
Hazel Mosley
Hazel Mosley and unidentified others
Marion Sessoms, Marie Hamilton, Elizabeth Sharp
Two oldest nurses present receive corsages
Two oldest nurses present receive corsages
Mary S. Henderson
Mary S. Henderson
Class of 1938 receiving prize for most members present
Bradford-Henderson Manning
Shirley Nolley, Thelma Bourke, Margaret Patterson, and Marion Morton
The Hotel
Miscellaneous others
The Bus Trip



p.133-142
p.143-151

p.152

p.153
p.154
p.155
p.156
p.157

p.158-160
p.161

Box 5
p.162-181
p.182
p.183-184
p.185-226
p.227-239
p.240-262
p.263
p.264

Box 6
p.265-298

p.299
p.299a
p.300
p.300a
p.301-316
p.317-340
p.341-383
p.384-423
p.424-455

p.456-458
p.459-461a
Box 7
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June Meeting, 1970
September Alumnae Meeting at the Valentine home in Bridgeton, New Jersey,
1970
Miss Flora Brown and Mrs. Margie McDonald at the October 1970
Homecoming
Ella Calbert-Morton and friends visit sick classmate, Edith H. Haynes, 1974
Ms. Morton, Mrs. Bennet, and G. Manning Green, 1974
G. Manning Green, 1974
Ms. Morton with classmate, Ransom, and husband, Washington, 1974
G. Manning Green in the car, 1974
Mercy-Douglass Cruise, August 1974
Miscellaneous People
Picture of tugboat with postcard of the cruise ship, the Queen Anna Maria

Reunion at Tamiment, October 1976

1977 Reunion formal photograph

Jack Frost Mountain, October 1979

Alumnae Reunion, Pocono Hershey Resort, 1979
Christmas, 1979 at Elizabeth Sharp's daughter's house
Christmas, 1980

1980 Mercy-Douglass Hospital Nurses Reunion
Class of 1946 at the 1980 Homecoming

Ski Weekend, February 1981

Family Reunion, October 10, 1981
Formal Group Photo, 8x10
Formal Group Photo, 5x7
Formal Group Photo, 8x10
Formal Group Photo, 5x7
Banquet, formal pictures
Banquet, informal pictures
Checking-in
Miscellaneous People
Miscellaneous Others

G. Musley, M. Hamilton, and B. Green visit Miss Ethol at the Bradford home,
The visit
Miss Ethol

Miscellaneous
People
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p.462 4 unidentified girls
p.463 Miss Lula G. Warwick (no date)
p.464 Miss Lula G. Warwick Memoriam
p.465 Group photo, formal, unidentified
p.466 Miss Hamush Baker Manus and unidentified others
p.467 Mrs. Valentine (sister of Miss Morton) and son
p.468 Group photo, informal, unidentified
p.469 H. Alexander, G. Perry, and G. Green getting ready for a swim
p.470 4 unidentified adults
p.471 Ruth W. Jackson on top of the Cadillac, Maine Mountain
p.472 Zanthia D. Conway and Vlenaetha McCaslin (wearing Junior nurses
cape)
p.473 Delores Brewer
p.474 Delores Brewer
p.475 M. Morton and her brother, Plummer, 1974
p.476 Dr. and Dorothy Ferguson, Christmas 1977
p.477 Elsie Thomas' 100th birthday at Notre Dame Home for the Aged, May
30th, 1978. She died June, 1980.
p.478 Unidentified Group at Banquet
p.480 Unidentified Members of Alumnae Association at formal affair
p.481 Group photo, formal, color
Activities
p.482-485 Special dinner, 1950s(?)
p.486 Alumni Members presenting a check for $500 in memory of Dr. Eugene
T. Hinson
p.486a Alumni Members presenting a check for $500 in memory of Dr. Eugene
T. Hinson, members identified
p.487 Members of Alumnae Association present electrocardiograph to MDH
p.487a Members of Alumnae Association present electrocardiograph to MDH
p.488 Fortune telling (?)
p.489 Carnival
p.490 Card game
p.491-492b Special banquet, 1950s(?)
p.493-502 Special event, 1970s
p.503-509 Picnic
p.510-515 Special function, 1980, some people identified
p.516-536 Unidentified
Grace Manning Green, Class of 1930, photographs from her scrapbook
p.537-543 Individual student nurse photos, 1929-1930
p.544-550 Group student nurse photos
p.551 Classroom photo (part of Class of 1930), 1929
p.552 Class, 1930



p.553
p.554

p.555-566
p.567-568

p.569-573
p.574-592
p.593-595
p.596
p.597
p.598
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Student nurse, holding two newborn infants, no date
Student nurse holding two toddlers, no date
Individual photos, graduate nurse, 1930's

Group photo, graduate nurses, 1930's

Social get-together, 1929-1980

Friend’s photo

Group photos

Alumni Meeting, group photo, no dates

Hospital, dietary kitchen, group of employees, no date
Hospital, dietary kitchen, chef and assistant, 1930's
Portrait, J.N. Kirton, December 25, 1932

Series V. Artifacts

Box 8

Two small souvenir glass vases inscribed with the words “Mercy-Douglass
Hospital Family Reunion, October 3, 1987"

Series VI. Ephemera, 1896-1962
Oversize Box 9

f.1
f.2
f.3

f.4

Scrapbook, Grace Manning Green, Class of 1930

Scrapbook, Hospital and School of Nursing Functions and Activities, 1930-1962
Poster, Basketball, “Harlem Hospital Nurses vs. Mercy-Douglass Nurses,”
Saturday, February 10, 1951

Announcement, Concert for Douglass Memorial Hospital and Training School,
February 26, 1896
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